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been outstanding.  It was 
wonderful to see so many 
new members at this 
meeting. 
Barbara Bruce, who co-
chairs student workshops 
with Carolyn Hailey, re-
ported an unprecedented 
enrollment of 23 students 
in the November 7th work-
shop!  The next workshop 
will be held on December 
12 at The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints 
in Rowland Heights.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity 
for your students to try out 
new pieces.  More per-
formance opportunities for 
students are provided by 
the Community Outreach 
program, headed by Jin 
Sun Koh. 
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, 
The CSU Fullerton Opera 
Ensemble, directed by 
Janet Smith, presented an 
effervescent and engag-
ing program at our No-
vember meeting.  So-
prano Heather Reithmeier 
and baritone Ryan Reith-
meier, both excellent sing-
ers and graduate students 
in the Vocal Performance 
Program at CSUF, gave a 
vivacious performance of 
a scene from Menotti’s 
The Telephone.  Mark 
Salters, pianist and co-
director of the Opera 
Theater, was their accom-
plished collaborator.  This 
humorous scene is one of 
the comic scenes pre-
sented at the CSUF Op-

era program in mid-
November. 
The Yorba Linda Presby-
terian Church was an 
ideal location for this pro-
gram.  There was ample 
space on a raised plat-
form for the set, and 
there was plenty of seat-
ing space for the audi-
ence.  We appreciate the 
use of the church, and 
we are indebted to Janet 
Keulen Thorson for mak-
ing the arrangements for 
this meeting.  We also 
always appreciate the 
work of Dr. Janice Park 
and Dr. Charles Baker, 
who engage the artists 
for our programs.  Both 
the quality and the vari-
ety of our programs have 
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Program includes  Two Cuban Pieces, Brouwer  -Two Pieces, Tarrega - 

Fantasia X , Mudarra - Fantasia #1 , Dowland– Two Pieces , Llobet - Aquarelle , Assad 

*9:00 AM  Board   * 9:45 Social  *10:30AM  Program 

Chapman University, One University Dr. Orange 92866  

Orange County Branch proudly presents 



Notes con’t 

Upcoming performances in the 
area include a recital by Rob Wat-
son, pianist and chair of the key-
board program at CSUF, on Sun-
day, December 6 at 4:00 p.m. in 
Meng Concert Hall, and two stu-
dent piano programs at Chapman 
University-the Piano Showcase on 
Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m., 
directed by Grace Fong, and Stu-
dent Pianists in Recital on Decem-
ber 9 at 7:00 p.m., directed by Dr. 
Janice Park.  In addition, the Irvine 
Valley College Orchestra will per-
form on December 4 at 8 p.m., and 
the featured soloist is the terrific 
soprano Linda Leyrer. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Joseph Matthews 

BAROQUE FESTIVAL  
Beverly Clark 

 Our annual Baroque Festival will 
be held on Sat. January 23rd at 
Chapman University.  The Ba-
roque Festival is a series of stu-
dent recitals which celebrate the 
music of all the composers of the 
Baroque period.  All instrumental-
ists and vocalists as well as pian-
ists are welcome to participate. 

Each performer will receive a 
composer pin.  In addition, we will 
have   guest artist, John Cather, 
trumpet , performing for the stu-
dents.  The Baroque entry forms 
will be available in the December 
newsletter.  If you have any ques-
tions, please call Beverly Clark at 
714-779�������

By the time you read this, the 
Theme Festival, chaired by Joan 
Lai and Ming-I Chen will be com-
pleted. This has been a very suc-
cessful program, and has at-
tracted a large enrollment.  There 
are several branch activities to 
anticipate, including the Baroque 
Festival under the direction of 
Beverly Clark on January 23, the 
Young Artist Guild Program with 
Sarah Chang on January 16, and, 
of course, Certificate of Merit in 
February, under the guidance of 
Judith Moore.   The annual Piano 
Ensemble Festival, directed by 
Monica Lee, will be held on Janu-
ary 30 at Fullerton College, and 
the Southern California Junior 
Bach Festival will sponsor a Mas-
ter Class at Chapman University 
on January 18. 

COMPOSERS TODAY   Laurie Fischer-
Blasdell  
The CT Evaluations deadline is February 15.  If you 
have any students composing, this provides a place 
to send their own pieces to be evaluated and get 
two opinions.  This is an excellent educational op-
portunity for your students.  If their piece receives a 
high score, they may even have the chance to per-
form in the convention symposium recital.  For more 
information and application forms log on to 
www.mtac.org and click on Composers Today or 
call Laurie at 714-392-5026.  Send completed forms 
to Laurie Fischer-Blaisdell by February 15 . 

Young Composers Guild 
The deadline for your gifted high school/college 
composers to apply is February 15 .  Download the 
information and forms on the MTAC website or call 
Judith Moore.   

STUDENT WORKSHOPS 
Barbara Bruce  and Carolyn 
Hailey 
. 
 

Our December 12th program will be at The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Rowland 
Heights at 3:00p.m.  2120 S. Valencia St., Rowland 
Heights, Ca. 91746 

 
Please e-mail Barbara by Wednesday, Dec. 9th. 
The limit per teacher is 5 students; let me know by 
Wednesday if you would like to add one or two oth-
ers, and I’ll let you know is we have room. 

 

Everybody is looking great this year. But don’t for-
get to practice bowing and announcing piece and 
composer. They’ll feel so much more confident at 
the workshop if you’ve practiced this at their les-
son. 

THEME FESTIVAL RESULTS   Ming I Chen  
The Award for Branch Theme Festival  is posted on the branch website.  Web address is "mtacoc.org" Click 
on the "Program", scroll down to the bottom of the page. Click on the "2009Award�� Students are listed in Al-
phabetical order.  You will receive a printed copy and the medals on December 2nd at the Branch Meeting. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 



MEMBERSHIP  Barbara Bruce 
Active Membership Approval 

Yi-Ju (Ruby) Shih, active, guitar and piano 

3201 Yorba Linda Blvd. #217 Fullerton, Ca. 9283l 

714-603-6688    yijushih@gmail.com 

Yearbook correction 

Ae-Kyong Kim    p. 39  2319 Mira Vista #D  

Montrose, Ca. 91020 818-275-3326  

eunnkimm2424@att.net    

YOUNG ARTIST GUILD  Judy Lyons/ Marie Djang 

SARAH CHANG �������� piano 
Our Branch is very fortunate to have another YAG winner - Sarah Chang, student of Lucille Straub.  She 
will be giving a recital for us on Jan.16,2010, at Chapman University,7:30 P.M.  Program to include the 24 
preludes of Shostakovich. 
Tickets will be sold at the December  meeting (presale prices—students-$20.00 for 5 tickets and adults-
$15.00 for 2 tickets)  and at the door. (Students $5.00 and Adults $10.00) 
This is a very special event for our Branch, and we hope you will all reserve Jan.16, and come and support 
our new Young Artist. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Jinsun Koh  
Student Recital at the Sunrise Senior Living  

We had a wonderful student recital on November 
14, 2009. 

17 Students performed. 

Participating studios were  the following; 
Sherry Lu , Hee Jin  Kim, Kyung Kim, Franda Yang, 

Jinsun Koh 

Jin Sun  Koh 
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While still a student at California State University at Northridge, Jeffrey Cogan , M.A., was honored to per-
form for the great Spanish Maestro of the guitar, Andres Segovia. Segovia subsequently invited Mr. Cogan to 
Geneva for further studies.  After finishing his studies he built a career in performing and teaching the guitar 
at CSUN and at Chapman University. 
 
Since then Mr. Cogan has performed around the USA and Europe.  In 1998, Cogan was invited to Perigueux, 
France, to perform and teach at the Ecole Brittain with the acclaimed French guitarist Olivier Chassain.  In 
1999, Mr. Cogan performed works as diverse as the lute part of the St. John Passion with the William Hall 
Master Chorale and the contemporary jazz guitar in Fred Katz's Concerto for Buddy at the West Coast Jazz II 
festival in Newport Beach. California.  During the spring and summer of 2004, Mr Cogan was invited to adju-
dicate different competitions in Austria and France.  He was also a featured performer in the Fabritio Caroso 
guitar festival in Lanuvio, Italy. In the summer of 2005 Mr. Cogan performed a concert for the VIII Festival De 
Musica De Guitarra, "Villa de Aranda" in Aranda de Duero, Spain.  In 2008 Mr. Cogan performed for the 
Eastfield Guitar Festival in Dallas, Texas. 
 
This year Cogan adjudicated the Beatty Guitar Scholarship competition in Washington, DC.  He also brought 
two Chapman University guitar ensembles to the Brownsville, Texas Guitar Ensemble competition where 
both the quartet and the duo won first place awards in their divisions. 
 
Jeff Cogan directed the Guitar Foundation of America international guitar competition from 1987 to 
2008.  During that time the competition has become one of the most prestigious events of its kind.  This an-
nual competition has been held in 22 different locations since 1983 including New Orleans, Charleston, Mont-
real, Merida and Quebec City.  He now serves on the board of trustees for that organization. 
 
Mr. Cogan's work in the Conservatory of Music at Chapman University has won praise for him and his stu-
dents alike.  He is an associate professor of music, director of guitar studies and director of music technology 
as well as frequent performer in many of the Conservatory of Music concerts. 



Deadline for January newsletter is December 15th to  Lynn DeCosa, Notations editor 

 714-602-6328  LMR5678@socal.rr.com    

��������	
�	��


����
��
��������

�����
��
�����




��



CERTIFICATE OF MERIT  Judi Moore, Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Registration  is closed.  That simply means no student can register for CM because the deadline has passed.  
A student can choose to drop out after the deadline.  However, they are not eligible for any refund.  E-mail the 
names and identification numbers to Judi Moore, students that wish to cancel their registration. 

 

The next step will be entering evaluation information online.  This step must be completed during the first 
three weeks in January. Instructions for completing this step are available online.  Go to www.mtac.org Click 
on Certificate of Merit .  Click on CM Information, Policies and Forms .  Click on 2009 Online Evaluation 
Information Form  Instructions.   Instructions on how to enter repertoire, Branch Honors, Convention Recit-
als, and Carpool, Sibling and Ensemble information are explained in detail.  

 
Special requests  for a specific day for piano evaluations can be made if the student has a conflict in dates or 
if they are in a carpool.  Read the instructions online carefully.  Below are listed the dates.  The computer rec-
ognizes them only as Day 1 or Day 2.  Be sure to enter the “day” that the student is available. You may also 
request AM or PM. 

 

Day 1:  Feb. 20 CSULB   Long Beach 

Day 2:  Feb. 21 Orchepia   Irvine 

Day 3:  Feb. 27 Southwest Conservatory Fountain Valley 

Day 4:  Feb. 28 Southwest Conservatory Fountain Valley 

Day 5:  Feb. 28    Orchepia   Irvine 

 
The Teacher Work Schedule Form is available in this month’s newsletter.  Be sure to fill it out and mail to 
Ming-I Chen.  Strings and Woodwinds teachers need to use the same form as the piano teachers. Strings and 
woodwinds only have one day for CM evaluations, Sunday, March 7.  Piano evaluations are four different 
days.  Be sure to mail the work schedule form before the deadline so that your work preference may be hon-
ored. 

   



Certificate of Merit 2009-10 
�

Instructions for CM “Teacher Work Schedule Sign-up F orm 
�

�

�

 

 

 

 

Choice of date :  In order to fill the jobs for each site, we have to ask you to choose only the date but not the 
location.  If you have to carpool with another teacher, please write the other teacher’s name on the form.  Please 
also make sure that both of you make the same choices. 

 
Piano Theory room :  Saturday AM shift: 8:30 am - 1:00 pm.  PM shift: 12:30 - 5:30 pm.   
Sunday shift: 11:30 am - 5:30 pm. Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work in the theory room.   

 
Piano Grading : Shift: 1 pm to 6 pm only for both days.   Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work in the grad-
ing room.   

 
Office: Sunday (2/21) shift:1 pm – 6 pm,  Sunday (2/28) AM shift: 9 am – 12:30 pm  

PM shift: 12:30 pm – 6 pm.  Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work for office. 
 

5.  Door Monitor and Registration Desk :  AM shift:  7:30 am – 1 pm.  PM shift: 12:30 pm – 6 pm. 
 

6.   Food Hostess : AM shift:  7:30-10:30 a.m. PM shift:   12:00-3:00 p.m. 
AM shift provides Breakfast and morning break snacks.  PM shift provides lunch and afternoon snacks.    Host-
ess must purchase food and paper goods.  Teacher will be reimbursed for expenses. 
 
Strings and Woodwind teachers  have to work all day even if they enter only one student. 
 
Teachers, who teach piano and one other instrument, are required to work a full day for their other instrument.  
They will not be required to work for piano, unless they are unable to fulfill their one day commitment for their 
other instrument.  If that is the case, then the number of hours will be based on the total number of students they 
have registered. 

 
Teacher who does not turn in the “Piano Teacher Work Sign Up Form” on or before January 20. 2010 will be 
assigned the work without the possibility of changes.   
 
Teacher’s schedule can be picked up at the February  meeting (2/3/2010).  Please open and check your 
schedule immediately.  Contact Ming-I Chen for any scheduling mistake before February 11, 2009.  No 
change can be made after February 11.  

 
 
 

We would like to thank all teachers for your support. Volunteers make the CM program a great success for the stu-
dents.  More than 1200 students participate in the CM program each year.  We count on our volunteers to make the 
evaluation process run smoothly so that our students have a more positive and rewarding experience.     

Mail the “Teacher Work Schedule Sign up form” to 

Ming-I Chen,  22 Lakeside, Irvine Ca 92604 

Deadline: January 20, 2010 



�

CM TEACHER WORK SCHECM TEACHER WORK SCHE DULE SIGN UP FORMDULE SIGN UP FORM  

Teacher Name: ____________________________  Phone N umber: _____________ Instrument(s): _____________ 
 

Teacher E-mail Address: ___________________________ _______     Number of Students Registered: ________ _ 
    
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

All teachers who register students for Certificate of Merit are required to help with evaluations*.   The involvement 
required is based on the following schedule:  

 
Choose the dates and shifts you prefer to work, please number your choices. 1.2.3…… In order of prefe-rence. list all 
the times you can work.  Please indicate at least 3 choices. 
 

 

*String Teachers work one full day on Sunday, March  7! 

Specify your job preferences (number top three): (Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work in the theory room, grading 
room and Office) 

   ________ Door Monitor           _______ Food Hostess  

   ________ Registration Desk    ________ Theory Rooms, 2/20 (8:30-5:30), 2/21(11:30-5:30) 

   ________ Grading, 2/21&2/22 (1-6 PM only)  _______ Runner    ________Office  

Note any physical limitations that might affect your ability to perform a job (i.e. inability to climb stairs, etc.):    

PLEASE DO NOT CALL TO REQUEST CHANGES.  Once scheduling is completed, there will be no changes. 

*There is a $75 per half-day  fee for non-involvement.  If you cannot work your required hours, you must either pay the 
fee or send a substitute.  Responsible high school students are acceptable substitutes. Remember!  All teachers must 
work at least one half day, or send a MTAC Teacher as a substitute . 
 

______ I will work the required half day and pay the non-involvement fee for the rest of my required hours.   

              I UNDERSTAND THAT I MAY NOT PICK UP M Y ENVELOPE UNTIL THE FEE IS PAID. 

______ I will have to pay the noninvolvement fee plus an additional $50 for each substitute who does not work at his 

assigned time. 

______ I will send a MTAC Teacher to work my full shift.    

______ I will work my required half day and send substitute(s) for the rest of the hours.. 

______Carpool with Teacher Name: _________________________   Local Teacher number: _______________ 

 

Name of substitute :  _____________________________________________________    

Phone :  ____________________________ 

Students Registered � Involvement Required �
1-5� half day �

6-10� one full day �

11-15� one and one-half days �

16-20 
21-25 
26-more �

two full days  
three days  
four days �

Non-Involvement Fee  

$ 75.00 

$ 150 

$ 225 

$ 300 

$ 340 

$ 600 
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�

� � � � �
Teacher Name:                          Email:     

Phone number:     � �

� � � � �

  Substitute #1 Substitute #2 Substitute #3  

Name        

Phone number        

Email address        

Date        

Time        

         

         

         

         
� � � � �
In order to fill the job in all locations, you are asked to only chose date but not the location.    
Thank you for your understanding.  � �

� � � � �

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 2009-2010 
 

Substitute Form 
Due January 20, 2010 
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